
December 08 / January 09  Page 3 

DIRECTORY 
 
Clergy Mike Fudger (Rector)  354543 
  Cyril Harris (Hon. Asst.) 344927 
   
Churchwardens Alison Davis 267480 
  Maureen Tompkins 360495 
 
Assistant Dave Hoskins 304424 
Churchwardens Bruce Reid 267137 
 

 
PCC Secretary Tricia Oakley 211499 

Treasurers Hannah Potter 352675 

  Anthony Chestney 351719 

Planned Giving 
Officer Gloria Clarke 357676 

Electoral Roll  
Officer Roy Jupp 213468 

eeeeeeeeeeeeee 

Bookings: 

Chapter House Ann Lawrence 358950 
   
St. Cuthbert’s Hall Hannah Potter 352675 

eeeeeeeeeeeeee 

Church Flowers: Hazel Bentley 353424 

  Gwen Farmer  

Other contact numbers may be found on the back page under 
the relevant paragraph 
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A good diet for 2009 is to begin each day with a hearty 
breakfast. Apparently people who consume a large portion of 
their daily calories early in the morning are found to be less 

likely to impulse-eat later in the day. 
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Do you have plans for this 
year? Better begin with 
something really basic: how 
are your car tyres? That may 
sound ridiculous, but if your 
tyres are low or worn out, 
you may not get very far this 
year - in even the most basic 
of ways! 

45 per cent of drivers do not 
know that the minimum legal 
tread depth for car tyres is 
1.6 mm. Among female 
drivers, this rises to 60 per 
cent. But the good news is 
that the National Tyre Distri 

bution Association offers free 
tyre health checks by trained 
technicians at more than 
2,700 member centres across 
the UK. To find your nearest 
centre, visit www.ntda.co.uk 
and enter the name of the 
place where you live in the 
depot look-up box.  

A Tommy Cooper classis .... 

A man takes his Rottweiler to 
the vet. 
 
"My dog's cross-eyed, is there 
anything you can do for him? " 
 
"Well," says the vet, "let's have 
a look at him" 
 
So he picks the dog up and 
examines his eyes, then 
checks his teeth. 
 
Finally, he says "I'm going to 
have to put him down." 
 
"What? Because he's cross-
eyed? " 
 
"No, because he's really 
heavy" 
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Advent is upon us, a time to prepare for the 
Birth of Christ and al that follows from the 
wonder of this festival. 

As we contemplate the secular society that 
swallows up all to a greater or lesser degree. 
I thought the following prayer might help us 
to address the pressures of secularism. 

 �)��

Dear Lord, 

If we have spent so much time shopping that 
we have little time to spend with those for 
whom we are shopping, forgive us and give 
us sensitivity. 

If we get so busy practising for Christmas 
programmes that we forget about what they 
mean, God, forgive us and give us 
understanding. 

If we decorate our houses but neglect the 
inner beauty of our homes, O God forgive us 
and grant us love. 

Christmas was costly for God, forgive us and 
give us a true perspective on the birth of 
Christ. 

If we are so consumed with thinking about 
this Christmas that we have little 
consideration for the meaning of the first 
Christmas, O Lord forgive us and give us 
insight. 

If we are over-extended and bogged down 
with tiredness and long to see you face but 
cannot find it, Lord give us a sign of hope. 

If we are too much in a hurry to realise our 
potential, our destiny, that we are saints in 
the making, O  Lord, slow us down and give 
us quiet and solitude. 

Help us to prepare with joy for the coming of 
our Lord. 

Amen  

 
 
                                         

 
�
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Across 
 
8  ‘Then Aaron and his sons and — — will be consecrated’ (Exodus 

29:21) (5,8) 
9  ‘He lifted me out of the slimy — , out of the mud and mire’ (Psalm 

40:2) (3) 
10  Such a person should be put to death (Leviticus 20:27) (9) 
11  Chain of mountains (Numbers 27:12) (5) 
13  ‘They are worse off at the — — they were at the beginning’ (2 Peter 

2:20) (3,4) 
16  Descent (anag.) (7) 
19  ‘But they all alike — to make excuses’ (Luke 14:18) (5) 
22  Reimbursement (Luke 6:34) (9) 
24  Female sheep (2 Samuel 12:4) (3) 
25  ‘ — — is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain’ (Psalm 139:6) 

(4,9) 
 
Down 
 
1  Alcohol-induced oblivion (Psalm 78:65) (6) 
2  ‘Three times I was — with rods’ (2 Corinthians 11:25) (6) 
3  Future outlook (Proverbs 10:28) (8) 
4 It caused Joseph’s brothers to journey to Egypt to buy grain (Genesis 

42:5) (6) 
5  See 15 Down 
6  ‘You care for the land and water it; you — it abundantly’ (Psalm 65:9) 

(6) 
7  Son of Mehir and descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:11) (6) 
12  Car (anag.) (3) 
14  Engage in warfare (Isaiah 31:4) (2,6) 
15  ‘In the thirty-first year of — king of Judah, — became king of Israel’ (1 

Kings 16:23) (3,4) 
16  Excessive strain or tension (Jeremiah 19:9) (6) 
17  ‘The Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not — him’ (Luke 

12:40) (6) 
18  ‘Very rarely will anyone — — a righteous man’ (Romans 5:7) (3,3) 
20  Avaricious (1 Peter 5:2) (6) 
21  ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but 

only one thing is — ’ (Luke 10:41–42) (6) 
23  ‘For my — is easy and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4) 
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If you love wild birds, 
here is your chance to join 
the RSPB's 30th Big 
Garden Birdwatch, which 
will be held on 24 and 25 
of January. The RSPB are 
hoping to make it the 
biggest Garden Birdwatch 
yet. 
 
Taking part is very simple 
- simply spend an hour 
that weekend counting the 
birds that you see in your 
garden or in a local park. 
Record the highest 
number of each species 
seen (not flying over) at 
any one time. 
 
It's important you don't 
count all the birds you see 
because some birds will 
return to your garden 
many times in the hour. 
For example, seeing the 
same blue tit come back 
10 times does not make 
for 10 blue tits! 
 
The RSPB provide a 
downloadable counting 
sheet, and offer an online 
form to help you send in 
your results easily. Please 
visit: 
www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/2
009/index.asp for details. 
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CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERY SERVICE 
Local Scouts and Guides 

 
 

Will deliver to: 
 

Bedford, Bromham, Clapham, Kempston 
and Ravensden. 

(Delivery guaranteed before 24th 
December) 

 
only 15p a card 

 
Last collection from St. Peter’s  

will be  
Thursday 18th  December 

 
Please make sure you include the 
correct amount of money with your 

cards 

FIRST FRIDAY IN THE MONTH 
�
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Dear All, 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany belong 
together. (Hence our joint 
December/January edition of Network is 
theologically and liturgically correct!) They 
describe a journey – or more accurately, 
several journeys. 

There’s the journey we all make at this 
time of the year. By its nature it begins by 
being a bit frenzied and breathless. There’s 
so much to do, so many people to see, so 
many parties and carols and shopping 
expeditions. Then Christmas Day comes 
when there’s no more to be done (in the 
outside world, at least... I know about the 
cooking and entertaining the family, the 
party games and watching the Queen, but 
that’s different!) And after the calm, 
there’s the next relative storm as the world 
breaks in again – more parties and sales 
and a new year’s business to get down to. 

The Church’s journey is more serene. 
Advent is a time (if our book is to be 
believed) to ‘Do nothing!’ but be awake 
and aware of the Coming of the Christ. 
Then Christmas explodes with an army of 
Angels, stars and sheep, and the most 
singular focus of all, through the manger’s 
lens with its little mite. But we don’t linger 
for long. Soon it’s time for the Kings and 
their gifts and we are invited to join them 
in the wonder of it all, and to tell the world!  

The journey of the world around us is 
different again. Shopping, interspersed 
with some partying, some recovering, 
some family and friends, and then lots 
more shopping. (I generalize far too much, 
of course, but you know what I mean...) 

Journeys are there in the story as well, 
surprise, surprise. Gabriel’s to Mary, Mary 
to Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem, the shepherds to the stable, 
the Kings to their Treasure, the Holy Family 
to Egypt. (Who is the only one not to make 
a journey, but to stay still in his ivory 
palace? Herod, on his throne, shouting his 
diabolical orders – funny that.) 

Journeys matter, because our lives never 
really stop. Sometimes our bodies do, and 
our minds,  I know, but I guess we are 
quite restless and growing till we die. 

St. Peter’s, too. You’ll know that we are in 
the midst of a process of discerning our 
future, and the things we believe we should 
really be concentrating on. That changes as 
well. New adventures beckon us, different 
ways of being there for those around us, 
which demand different skills and, perhaps, 
stepping outside our spiritual comfort-zone. 
When the Christmas rush is over we must 
all give our minds to what that that might 
mean for us, together and individually. 
‘What can I give Him, poor as I am....?’ 

Journeys matter because it’s how we grow, 
how we see new things have new 
experiences... They are difficult because 
they take us out of the familiar and into 
strange, sometimes lonely, places. But the 
alternative is to stay where we are and 
stagnate; to become complacent and 
cynical and lose our God-given sense of 
wonder and adventure. 

So, let us journey well through these days 
of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. It will 
be exhausting – because it always is. But 
there will be discoveries, new landscapes 
and horizons to explore and wonder at. 
And perhaps in the course of our travelling, 
inside and out, we’ll learn more of the God 
who made the most important journey of 
all – to become human amongst us and 
within us. 

May I wish you all a watchful Advent, a  
glorious Christmas, and an exciting 
Epiphany. 
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Life is a wonderful sleigh ride  
Tobogganing with the flow 
And if we have the courage to do it 
Taking a ski-jump over the snow. 
 
God is the author of all things 
He gave us the hill and the slope 
If we would pause and listen 
He gives us a life full of hope. 
 
The teaching proclaimed by Jesus 
Could cleanse the world from hate 
Understand and love your enemies 
Don’t leave them to their fate.  
 
Seek peace through comprehension 
It is vital to do it now 
We must resolve our conflicts 
Jesus taught us how.  
 
Let’s heal an ancient quarrel 
And start afresh anew 
Try to understand each other 
And work out what is true. 
 
Find room in your heart for Jesus 
Who taught us the way we should live. 
Rejoice in the things that surround us 
But learn how to share and to give. 
 
Be generous in your giving 
To the folk who are around 
To those who would like to receive them 
Let your gifts abound. 
 
Wherever we pause to worship 
Let’s adore our Creator above 
And show that we care for our 
neighbours 
Through deeds inspired by love. 
 
Jesus in his mission 
To save the world from loss 
Endured the dreadful agony 
Of death upon the cross.  
 

Sins of commission, sins of omission, 
sins of whatever degree 
Be honest and frank in confessing 
Trust in God’s mercy, ask for 
forgiveness 
Receive God’s pardon and blessing 
 
Pray for strength and guidance 
To avoid repeating the sin 
Try to live in God’s presence 
With light from God flooding in. 
 
Not for ever through green pastures 
Will our journey always be 
Rugged peaks exist for climbing 
The outcome we shall see. 
 
When we who would follow Jesus 
And learn from the teaching he gave 
Meet a tide that is running against us 
We must simply try to be brave.  
 
When we learn of misfortunes of others 
Kind thoughts in our hearts will lie 
Our wonderful sleigh travels forward 
As the day and months slip by. 
 
The present cannot hold us 
The future lies in store 
The year through which we live just now 
Will come again no more. 
 
Echoes from eternity 
Resound through heaven and earth 
Thus we may know precisely 
What every life is worth. 
 
God waits at the end to receive us 
Into His glorious day 
He will be able to tell us  
If we made the best of our way. 
 

'� 
���%���
��
 



Page 6  December 08 / January 09 

 
���������	
�����
���������

 

FUNERALS 
 
24 November    Joseph Keech  
 
 
24 November   Joan Palmer  
 
 
3 December      Baby Blythe 
 
 
 

Let Sleeping Dogs Lie 
 
An old, tired-looking dog wandered into my 
garden one day. I could tell from his collar 
and well-fed tummy that he had a home and 
was well taken care of. Calmly, he came over 
to me, and then followed me into my house. 
Slowly he walked down the hall, into the 
sitting room, curled up on the hearthrug, and 
fell asleep. 

An hour or so later he went to the door, and I 
let him out. The next day he was back, 
greeted me in my garden, walked by me into 
the house, and again slept for an hour or so 
in the sitting room.  

This daily visit with a nap continued off and 
on for several weeks. Curious, I finally pinned 
a note to his collar: "I would like to find out 
who the owner of this wonderful sweet dog is, 
and ask if you are aware that almost every 
afternoon your dog comes to my house for a 
nap." 

The next day he arrived for his nap, with a 
different note pinned to his collar: "He lives in 
a home with six children, two under the age 
of three - he's trying to catch up on his sleep. 
Can I come with him tomorrow?" 
 

Seasonal Recipe 
Beshht Chrishmas Cake ever   
 
INGREDIENTS  
1 or 2 quarts rum   1 tsp baking powder 
1 cup butter     1 tsp baking soda 
1 cup sugar      2 cups plain flour 
2 large eggs     1 cup dried fruit 
¼ cup brown sugar   ¼ cup chopped nuts 
 
METHOD 
Before you start, sample the rum to check 
for quality. It must be the very best. 
Now gather together a large mixing bowl, 
measuring cups etc. and check the rum 
again. To be sure the rum is top quality, 
pour one level cup into a glass and drink it 
as quickly as you can.  
Repeat.  
With an electric mixer, beat ½ the butter in 
the large fluffy bowl. Add one seaspoon of 
thugar and beat some more. Meanwhile, 
make sure the rum is of the finest quality. 
Try another glass and open second quart if 
nec3ssitary.  
Add 2 arge leggs, the dried fruit and beat 
til high. If druit sticks in the beaters, pry it 
loose with a drewscriber. Sample the rum 
again, checking for tonsicistircy.  
Nexst, shift 2 cups flowers, any colour. 
Ssample rum. Shift begging soda and take 
a powder. Fold up renaming butter and 
strain nuts. Add 1 babblespoon brown 
thugar, or whatever’s handy. Wix mell. 
Grease oven and turn baking sheet to 305 
gredees. Now pour the whole mess into 
boven and ake. Check renaming rum and 
bo to ged. 
SHEERSH! 

 
solution to crossword on page 4 



SERVICES  REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

BCP Holy Communion at 10.30am every 
Thursday (no service on New Year’s Day) 
 
SUNDAY 7th     Advent 2 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am First Sunday 
4.00pm Christingle 

SUNDAY 14th  Advent 3 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion  
4.00pm Evensong   

THURSDAY 18th  
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
6.30pm Carol Service 

SUNDAY 21st   Advent 4 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Morning Worship  
4.00pm Holy Communion with Laying 

on - of hands for healing 

WEDNESDAY 24th  CHRISTMAS EVE 
4.00pm Crib Service  
11.30pm Midnight Communion 

 
THURSDAY 25th     CHRISTMAS DAY 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion 

SUNDAY 28th         Christmas 1   
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion  

 
SUNDAY 4th    Epiphany 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am First Sunday   
6pm New Year Songs of Praise at the 

Salvation Army 

SUNDAY   11th  Epiphany 2 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion    
4pm Evensong 

SUNDAY   18th  Epiphany 3 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Morning Worship    
4pm Holy Communion with laying on of 

hands for Healing 

SUNDAY   25th Conversion of St. Paul 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion    
6.30pm Evensong at St. Paul’s 
 

www.stpeter.org.uk 

Refreshments are served every Sunday after the 
10.15am service and after Holy Communion on 
Thursdays. 

Sunday School meets each Sunday at the 
10.15am service, leaving after the first hymn, on 
all but the first Sunday in the month when there is 
a special Children’s Service. (All ages welcome). 

St. Peter’s Choir sings at 10.15am services apart 
from the First Sunday service. Choir practice is on 
Sunday morning. Contact Adrian on 409612. New 
members welcome.  

Women’s Fellowship meets on 2nd and 4th 
Mondays at 2.30pm in St. Cuthbert’s Hall.  
Details from Margaret Smith. Tel: 266201 

Cruse holds a coffee morning in the Chapter 
House on Tuesdays from 10am -12 noon for 
those trying to come to terms with bereavement. 
Tel: 340321 for further details. 

The Pastoral visiting team helps to care for the 
sick, elderly & housebound. Offers of help and 
requests for visits to Do Vesey. Tel: 353024 

St. Peter’s eight bells are rung each Sunday from 
9.40am. Practices are at 7.30pm on Thursdays. 
Details from Richard Entwistle. Tel: 360095  

The Mothers’ Union meets at 10.30am on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 8, de Parys 
Avenue for coffee, prayer and Bible study. 
“Modern Mums” meet by arrangement at 8pm. 
Details from Heather Harris. Tel: 344927 

Grapevine Parent & Toddler group meets again 
in September from 9.30 - 11.30am on Fridays. 
Details from Andrea Spice. Tel: 341861 

St. Peter’s Coffee Shop is open from 10am on 
Saturdays with books, sweets and (occasionally) 
cakes for sale.  Donations of cakes and offers of 
help gratefully received.                                
Details from Tricia Oakley. Tel: 211499 

 
 

Did you hear about the thief who stole 
a calendar and got twelve months?  

 


