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a little April foolery É.  

A well -worn five pound note and a similarly distressed twenty -pound note 
arrived at the Bank of England to be retired. As they moved along the conveyor 
belt to be burned, they struck up a conversation. The twenty -pound note 
reminisced about its travels all  over the country.  

"I've had a pretty good life. I've been to Las Vegas and Monte Carlo, the finest 
restaurants in Paris, performances on Broadway, and even a crui se to the 
Caribbean. "  

"Wow!" said the five -pound note, "You've really had an exciting life!"  

"So tell me," says the twenty, "where have you been throughout your lifetime?"  

The five pound note replies, "Oh, I've been to the Method ist Church, the Baptist 
Church and the Anglican Church "  

The twenty -pound note interrupts, "What's a church?"  

 

Who said that ?  

The trouble with quotes on the Internet is that you can never know if they  
are genuine." -   Winston Churchill.  

My mouth doesn't seem to have a backspace key.  

Behind every  successful man is a surprised mother - in - law.   

98 per cent of the time I am right. Why worry about the other t hree per cent?  
 
Definitions  

A recession  i s a period in which you tighten up your belt.  A depression  is a 
time in which you have no belt to tighten.  When you have no trousers to hold 
up, itÕs a panic . 

Senior civil servant :  a person who never even dreamed of earning the salary 
he canÕt get along  on today.  

Tax collector : A person who has what it takes to take what you have.  

I was in the express lane at the store quietly fuming. Completely ignoring the sign, the 
woman ahead of me had slipped into the checkout line pushing a trolley piled high with 
groceries. Imagine my delight when the cashier beckoned the woman to come forward, 
looked into the cart and asked sweetly, "So which six items would you like to buy?" 
 
How do you find where a flea has bitten you?  Start from scratch! 
 
Did you hear the one about the magic tractor? It drove down the lane and then 
turned into a field É.  
 

 

TAIZE  
If anyone is interested in, or has experience of, arranging a 

Taize -style service, please would you contact Tricia on 211499 
or email triciaoakley@msn.com  

Do you remember the old light bulb jokes?  
It is eleven years since I tried these on you  É  

 
How many people does it take to change a light bulb? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Oxford graduates ?  
One.. …but it may take him at 
least five years to get it done 

Surrealists ? – 
Two - One to hold the giraffe 
and the other to fill the bath 
tub with brightly coloured 
pencils 

Civil Servants ? 
 45 - One to change the bulb, 
and 44 to do the paperwork. 

 
 

Jugglers ?  
One - but it takes at least 
three light bulbs. 

Anglicans ?  
Ten – One to actually change 
the bulb and nine to say how 
much they liked the old one 

Psychologists ? 
None. The bulb 
will change itself 
when it is ready 

 

Oxford undergraduates?  
One – he holds on to the bulb and 
the world revolves around him… 

Paranoids ?  
WHO WANTS 
TO KNOW?  

Classicists ?  
Change – what do you 
mean, change? 

Modern art gallery visitors?  
Two, one to do it and one to 
say "My four-year old could 
do that".  
 
 

Magicians?  
Depends on what you 
want to change it into 

Actors?  
Only one - they don’t 
like to share the spotlight 

Blues musicians?  
Five, one to do it and 
four to sing about how 
much they're going to 
miss the old one 

Librarians?  
I don't know, but I can 
look it up for you. 

Medical students? 
Five - One to change 
the bulb and four to 
pull the ladder out 
from under him. 

Mystery Writers ?  
2 - One to screw it 
almost all the way in 
and the other to give it 
a surprising twist at 
the end. 
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ST PETER’S 
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS 

 
All members of St PeterÕs are invited 
(encouraged, even!) to come to the 
Church Meeting on Sunday  10th  April 
after a shortened Parish Communion 
in the Church.  
 
In addition to conducting the formal 
business, like adopting the accounts, 
we have the opportunity to share 
ideas about our life and ministry at St 
PeterÕs, and to look at the 
opportunities and challenges for the 
future.  
 
Elections for churchwardens and 
assistant churchwardens are held at 
the meeting. Elections will be held for 
three representatives on Deanery 
Synod , a position which entitles you 
to a seat on the PCC. Also four  
members of the PCC are due to stand 
down this year. They are Ann Desics, 
Roy Jupp, Liz McHale and Tricia 
Oakley.  We are very grateful for the 
service they have given as PCC 
members over the last three years Ð 
and hope that they may feel able to 
offer themselves for re -election.  
 
Please come along on the 10th  April Ð 
everyoneÕs support, interest and 
enthusiasm is nee ded!  
 

Real Easter Egg on its way 
to become a UK top seller  
A church backed campaign has 
succeeded in convincing retailers to 
stock The Real Easter Egg, the UK's first 
and only Fairtrade charity egg to 
mention Jesus on the box.  

Morrison's, Waitrose, Co -op  and Booths 
are to stock a limited 'trial listing' of the 
Real Easter Egg and sell it in their 
biggest stores. A number of 
independent shops and a selection of 
cathedrals are also stocking The Real 
Easter Egg. And hundreds of Traidcraft 
supporters have ord ered thousands of 
eggs on behalf of their communities.  

The retail price of The Real Easter Egg is 
£3.99. It is made from high quality 
Fairtrade chocolate. Two charities 
benefit from the sale of the egg: 
Traidcraft Exchange receives 30 pence 
from every egg sold and Baby Lifeline 
will receive 10% from Real Easter Egg 
net profts.  

Despite selling over 80 million Easter 
eggs a year, supermarkets initially 
turned down The Real Easter Egg, 
unsure if there was a place for a 
charity - faith egg in their Easter range. 
The Rt Revd, Nigel McCulloch, Bishop of 
Manchester, said; "It is great news that 
for the first time people will have the 
chance of buying an Easter egg from a 
shop that explains the significance of 
the festival on the box. Through the 
charitable donation a nd its Fairtrade 
chocolate the egg brings to light the 
Easter themes of hope and new life. I 
believe there will be widespread support 
for the product from the faith 
community with many others likely to 
be interested.  

"Virtual Real Easter Egg hunter: -  With 
demand expected to outstrip supply 
Google Maps is providing the 'Virtual 
Real Easter Egg hunter' which allows 
people to hunt for an independent shop 
or church in their area where they can 
buy the Real Easter Egg. Visit 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk. 

FRIENDS FOR LIFE  
This ecumenical project has been 
developed by the Anglican and 
Methodist Churches in Bedford with 
the aim of co -ordinating and 
developing the churchesÕ ministry to 
care homes and their carers.   It also 
includes members of the other 
mainstream Christian churches and 
there is enthusiastic support from the 
care homes involved already involved 
in the scheme.  

Our initial research highlighted that 
many residents in the 80 or so homes 
across Bedford were spendin g the last 
years of their lives with few and in 
some cases no visitors at all . Also 
whilst many churches were providing 
worship opportunities such as 
communion and hymn singing this 
tended to be random and unco -
ordinated.  

The group has now been active for 3 
years and currently has about 40 
Personal Befrienders visiting residents 
in 12 homes . For various reasons not 
all Befrienders can be active at any 
one time and we urgently need to 
recruit more volunteers to provide 
temporary cover for them as well as 
to increase the number of homes and 
residents visited.   We provide 
appropriate training and carry out 
CRB checks on their behalf, issuing ID 
badges on completion of the training . 
We believe this enables us to offer a 
quality service to homes who 
recommend the residents who they 
feel would most benefit from our 
work.  

Although all our volunteers are from a 
Christian background the purpose of 
the visit is that of friendship, not to 
preach . Once linked to a particular 
resident, volunteers are free to visit 
when ever and however frequently 
they able to . Many volunteers speak 
of the uplift they have received from 
visiting other people in this way.  

Another aim of the scheme is to 
encourage all churches of all 
denominations providing ministry to 

come under the Friend s for Life 
umbrella for support and direction to 
allow co -ordination so that residents 
in all homes can be able to access 
spiritual support and feel part of the 
Church Community . We encourage 
visits by worship groups and singing 
groups and can give advice on the 
best approach, gained from our 
experiences over the years . It may 
be that an individual church may 
wish to appoint a co -ordinator for its 
work in this area and again we can 
give guidance and support.  

Our new web -site 
www.friendsforlifebedford.org.uk  is 
now fully operational and gives 
more details of our activities . We 
also have leaflets available for 
distribution in churches and 
elsewhere while members of our 
panel of speakers are able to visit 
individual care homes and churches 
to give further infor mation about our 
work.  

ÒWe befriend and visit Care Home 
residents of any faith or none Ð 
offering them the gift of friendshipÓ.     

For further information:If you feel 
this ministry is one you would like to 
support either as a volunteer or 
financially or y ou would like more 
information including details of our 
next training day on March 19 th  
2011, please contact:  

admin@friendsforlifebedford.org.uk   

or telephone John Bassill on 01234 
325227 or Joanne Ba rrow on 01234 
213088  

solution to Sudoku on page 3  
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April 2011 wordsearch 
 
A happy and blessed Easter to you!   
Easter is the most joyful day of the 
year for Christians. Christ has died for 
our sins. We are forgiven.   Christ has 
risen!  We are redeemed!   We can 
look forward to an eternity in his joy! 
Hallelujah!   The Good News of Jesu s 
Christ is a message so simple that you 
can explain it to someone in a few 
minutes.  It is so profound that for the 
rest of their lives they will be still be 
ÔgrowingÕ in their Christian walk.  Our 
word search this month is built around 
the theme of Easte r.  

Palms  
Triumphant  
Messiah  
Praise  
donkey  
Passover  
Bread  
Body  
 

Betrayal  
False  
mock  
Jerusalem  
Pilate  
Judas  
Gethsemane  
Crucifixion  
 

Soldiers  
Cross  
Vinegar  
tomb  
angel  
stone  
risen  
Mary  
 

 
 

 
solution on page 2 

 

Why does the sign say they have ear 
piercing ‘while you wait’; is there 
some other shop where you can drop 
them off and pick them up later?”

 

Why does the date for Easter 
move about so?  

WhenÕs Easter in any given year? Easy Ð 
find the first Sunday after the full moon 
that follows the Spring Equinox (March 
20 or 21). What? If it all sounds a bit 
confusing, well, hereÕs the history 
behind it allÉ.  

It all began with the ancient Hebrews. 
They based their calendars upon the 
rhythms of the moon. These lunar 
calendars worked well for them , and 
everything was fine.  

Then Christianity arrived Ð in the Holy 
Land, where the first century Jews were 
still using the lunar calendar. Fine. But 
then Christianity moved on to Rome, 
which was using a different calendar Ð 
one based upon the sun. (The Gre gorian 
calendar, which we use today, and 
which is in widest use throughout the 
world, is based on the Roman sun 
calendar.)  

Now establishing certain days in the 
year became difficult. Especially Easter. 
The results were often confusing. Early 
church leaders , both Jewish and Roman, 
agreed that everything to do with the 
coming of Jesus Christ had been 
prepared, even the position of the sun, 
the moon and the stars. They could not 
agree, however, on how to fix the day 
for the yearly celebration of Easter.  

It was  not until the fourth century, with 
the help of astronomers who took into 
account the position of both the moon 
and the sun in relation to the earth , that 
a decision was finally made. At last it 
was accepted that Easter would always 
be celebrated on the fi rst Sunday after 
the full moon that follows the Spring 
Equinox (March 20 or 21). That is why 
Easter falls anytime between 22 March 
and 25 April.  
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My dear Nephew Darren  

Thank you for inviting me to speak at 
your church council yesterday. I 
began to suspect that my theme of 
why EusebiusÕs dislike of  Sabellianism 
led to his condemnation at the 
Council of Antioch in 324 was a little 
misjudged, when the only question I 
was asked after my lecture was if I 
knew what EusebiusÕs favourite colour 
was.  

I never realised how much technology 
was needed these day s when people 
meet to discuss church matters. Your 
treasurerÕs power point presentation 
was most impressive; it was just 
unfortunate that the electricity cut 
rendered him speechless and his pie 
charts invisible. To equip every 
member with a laptop computer , so 
that paper is now redundant is 
probably a good thing, since you 
seem to have so many briefing 
documents, diocesan reports and 
internet downloads to circulate. 
However, sitting at the back, I could 
not help noticing that most of your 
committee spent th eir time playing 
computer games, reading e -mails and 
in one case, looking at material it is 
better not to describe.  

For the secretary to type the minutes 
as the meeting progressed, so people 
could collect them on their way out 
was only marred by paper gett ing 
jammed in the printer, so that 
everyone took home minutes looking 
as if they had recently held fish and 
chips.  

Our meetings tend to be a little more 
traditional. Since the church hall floor 

seems to have been carved out of 
permafrost, our meetings circ ulate 
round membersÕ houses. This 
introduces a nice element of 
competition, as each host tries to 
outdo the previous one in the 
standard and quantity of cakes. 
Meetings at Colonel DrinkwaterÕs Ð a 
more inappropriate name one 
cannot imagine Ð are the shorte st, 
since we are always promised wine 
once the meeting is over. It is 
remarkable how unanimity is 
achieved on every subject in 
minutes and nothing appears under 
Òany other businessÓ.  

Mrs Eddington never sends out 
minutes Ð largely because she can 
rarely de cipher the notes she takes 
Ð and simply reads out what she can 
remember at the next meeting. Last 
month, she accidentally left them at 
home and brought her shopping list 
by mistake, so gamely read that out 
instead. This led to a lively 
discussion on whethe r carrots from 
our local shop were better than 
those at the supermarket and when 
it was found out she intended to use 
them in a venison casserole, endless 
recipes were keenly debated.  

We leave well fed, having caught up 
on village gossip, untroubled by 
poi nts of order or sub committee 
reports. And the lack of any minutes 
means that I can then make all 
decisions myself between meetings. 
I think you will find our system has 
much to be commended.  

Your loving uncle,  

 

Eustace  

 
An AA man answered the distress 
call of a motorist whose car had 
stopped.  He made an examination 
and informed her she was out of 
petrol.  “Well, will it hurt”, she 
asked, “if I drive it home with the 
petrol tank empty?” 
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As a church we are asked to 
collect in local roads both inside 
and outside our parish.   Be part 
of this with us.  Collect on your 
own or with a friends in roads you 
chose or join us in a collecting 
party in T urner Way.  We will 
distribute envelopes on Monday 
16 May at 2.30pm and then collect 
as a group on Wednesday  18 May 
at 6.30pm.  Lists will be at the 
back of the church later in April.  

Below is a story of one person, in one 
community, in one country which has 
been helped through the generosity of 
volunteers and those who give to 
Christian Aid.   We can make a 
difference one person at a time!  
For the people of Jinotega, Nicaragua, 
coffee isnÕt just a caffeine kick Ð itÕs a 
means of transforming the lives of 
entire communities. By getting 
involved in Christian Aid Week, you 

can help to make this transformation 
possible.  

Five years ago, Eladio Sime—n 
PinedaÕs community was a group of 
poor farm labourers. Then Christian 
Aid partner Soppexcca (pronounced  
so-pecks -ka) offered them credit to 
establish themselves as coffee 
farmers and supported them to work 
together as a coope rative. Eladio and  

 

the other members of the La Paz del 
Tuma cooperative now hope that 
together they will transform their own 
community.  

Even though the coffee farmers of La 
Paz del Tuma have only been working 
with Soppexcca for a short time, their 
lives  are already changing for the 
better. The credit which Soppexcca 
gave to Eladio and the other farmers 
has been vital in getting them started. 
The cooperative has a community 
fund that will be used to achieve the 
dreams which Eladio and his fellow 
farmers o nce thought were out of 
their reach.  

ÔI hope one day we will have a school 
on this land, clean water and latrines,Õ 
says Eladio.   Eladio knows that 
transformation is possible. He is 
driven by the example of a nearby 
community, where Gustavo Adolfo 
Talavera and the members of the Los 
Alpes cooperative have been 
supported by Soppexcca for 12 years. 
In that time, they have successfully 
worked to establish a school and a 
health centre for their community.   
The hopes of the people of La Paz del 
Tuma are hopes held for the whole 
community. Eladio works every day 
towards his dream of a purpose -built 
school, clean water and latrines for all 
the farming families of La Paz del 
Tuma.  

SoppexccaÕs support for coffee 
cooperatives like La Paz del Tuma and 
Los Alpes allows communities to see a 
bigger picture, full of possibilities for 
the future.  

 

 

The fridge light DOES go out. 
Now let me out of here!!

A well - loved poem provided by Heather.  
 

GARDENER'S DREAM  Ð Rosalie Virden  
 
When age at last shall chain me to my bed  
And all my garden dear neglected lies,  
When rusting fork hangs long in garden shed  
And through the greenhouse pane the robin flies,  
Then shall my wandering wits fresh gardens make  
And eagerly plunge spade in borders new,  
Spread compost, prune, sow seeds, and hoe and rake  
The good brown earth, ready for rain and dew.  
 
This year I will grow dahlias by the wall:  
Umbrella fuchsias by  the garden seat  
Purple and pink; and red geraniums tall,  
Catmint and lavender, and pansies neat.  
I will have sweet peas here, sweet williams there,  
And sweet corn waving in the ripening breeze.  
Blue poppies will I grow, and cacti rare  
And here a bed  of rainbow irises.  
 
It will be easy in my mind to pass  
From bed to bed, planting with loving care.  
It will be easy then to cut the grass  
And weed the paths. There will be time to spare.  
 
On rainy days I'll spend my time inside  
The greenhouses, with bamboo, bast and string  
Training cobea, filling the benches wide  
With boxes full of cuttings for the spring.  
 
I will plant clematis up apple trees  
And echeverias along the edge  
Of the little beds -  Lupins and paeonies  
Will look superb against the holly hedge.  
 
Soon the new catalogues will come and I will fill  
Odd corners with unusual bulbs from far.  
I can buy hundreds now without a bill  
And plant them just by thinking -  O, hurrah!  
 
As Solomon in all his glory  
Was not arraye d as one of these  
Little anemones, thus ends my story.  
A pot of earth, O Lord, in heaven please !  
 
 
 

Editor: Hospitals are in the news at 
the moment. What is it like to be a 
patient in one, and how can friends 
and family best help with support? 
David Winter is a former Head of BBC 
Religious Broadcasting who has 
contributed to Radio 4's 'Thought for 
the Day' for the past 22 years. He has 
also done hospital chaplaincy work. 

Visiting the Sick -  1: The Patient  

You donÕt actually want to be there. 
Nobody wo uld choose to spend a 
week or a fortnight in hospital. Yet 
sooner or later most of us will, and 
when we do we shall be ÔvisitedÕ. 
Family and friends, and possibly the 
dutiful vicar or pastor, will come and 
sit at our bedside. ItÕs nice to see 
them, of cour se, but in a way they 
are like messengers from another 
world.  

In hospital -  and itÕs no criticism to 
say this -  everything is strange and 
alien. You are woken very early. 
Meals come and go. Pills are 
administered. Our most intimate 
functions are no longer private. 
ThereÕs the strange ritual of the 
doctorÕs rounds. And at night, when 
you are used to peace and quiet, 
there is none. Your fellow patients 
cough, or snore, or push the buzzer 
for the nurse. The staff flit to and fro. 
Lights go on and off. Although  you 
seem to have spent half of the day 
dozing, by some strange 
contradiction you canÕt get to sleep at 
night.  

Into this alien world come your 
visitors. Some come bearing gifts -  
grapes, perhaps, or if youÕre lucky 
chocolate or a news paper. Some sit 
and l ook sympathetically at us, 
sighing slightly and asking with 
heavy emphasis how we are. Some 
ask about our symptoms, or when we 
expect to go home. And some, the 
very worst, insist on telling us about 
their own experience of just the same 
problem, or even ab out someone 
they know who died of it.  

Truthfully, patients in hospital donÕt 
particularly want sympathy, or a 
cross -examination about their illness 
and its treatment. What they 
principally want from their visitors is 
a whiff of normality, a reminder that 
there is a world outside, of which 
they are still a part. They want to 
know all the gossip, to feel connected 
to the familiar world of home and 
church and club.  

The beloved is permitted to hold 
oneÕs hand and even look anxious 
(we rather like that). For the  rest, 
come in, sit down, regale us with a 
few stories and then -  after about 
forty minutes maximum -  please go. 
ThatÕs really the secret of being a 
good hospital visitor.  

Christian Aid Week   15 - 21 May 2010  
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With Great Pleasure  
What a wonderful/evocative 
expression that is Ð however I went 
along to the Chapter House on the 
evening of Friday 25 th  February with a 
very open mind and certainly not any 
Ògreat expectationsÓ. The occasion, 
however, turned out to be such that I 
went home in a very different frame 
of mind Ð one of well being, good 
humour and great admiration for 
those who had entertained us.  

What talented people we have at St. 
PeterÕs! Here is an outline of their 
participation in the programme,  

HeatherÕs reading, with passion, a 
speech from ShakespeareÕs Henry 11.  

LionelÕs jokes with a Russian 
influence,  (never heard those from 
the pulpit )  

Lucinda, reading on behalf of Laura 
and herself, gave a wonderful reading 
of an Easter poem.  

David singing two songs (Ralph 
Vaughan Williams), accompanied on 
the piano by Margaret.  

Robert reading first a marriage 
proposal set out in a very humorous, 
unus ual letter (if the lady said ÒnoÓ 
the writer told her he had another 
lady in mind) and later a speech from 
ShakespeareÕs Henry Vth. -  what a 
contrast!.  

Lloyd giving a very unusual maths 
lesson based on the number 2.  

John telling a joke, need I say more!.  

Marion, reading a favourite poem then 
we listened to it set to music and 
sung by Bryn Terfel.  

Andrew introduced us to, and played 
some familiar tunes, on his Irish 
pipes.  

Roy read out some very, very funny 
childrenÕs answers to exam questions. 
He kept a ver y straight face whilst we 
giggled and laughed.  

Sylvia read a Christopher Fry poem 
which has been a favourite of hers for 

many years and learnt that he had 
strong Bedford connections.  

Wendy and Steve gave a very 
dramatic rendition of R. DahlÕs take 
on ÒRed Riding HoodÓ (talk about 
hiding under a bushel).  

Gwenda, having told us at the start 
of the evening of such evenings 
being held in Welsh village homes, 
played a number of Ivor NovellaÕs 
songs. We accompanied her in a 
sing -along way.  

Valerie brought the eve ning to an 
end by reading ÒSometimesÓ an 
optimistic Sheenah Pugh poem. For 
me this completely complimented 
the entertaining programme for this 
unexpectedly wonderful evening 
which Valerie had coordinated.  

It is good to know we have so many 
talented, gifted  people in the ÒSt. 
PeterÕs FamilyÓ.  

Congratulations to all who 
participated. I am, and I know many 
others are, looking forward to 
another similar event. Should you 
have not been able to be present all 
I will say is -  

DO NOT MISS THE NEXT ONE 
WHENEVER IT MIGHT TAKE PLACE.   

I quote from ÒParadise LostÓ Milton  

ÒWho can enjoy alone? Or all 
enjoying what contentment find?Ó  

Maureen Tompkins 

 
 
'Now there is no Christian Bookshop 
in Bedford, we are having to change 
the way we buy our devotional 
material.  
A number of people use bible study 
notes, and find them very helpful. 
Why not think about joining them -  
or even better, try them!  
There's a reading and a commentary 
on it each day. It doesn't take long, 
but its effects can stay with you 
through the day -  a real gift.  

Mike  

 St. James the Least of All 
As there was no room to include this 5letter6 last 
month, you are being treated to a double dose in 
this issue! 
 
On the nonsense of a lavatory at church 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren  

This year, the rigours of Lent have 
taken second place to a far more 
pressing matter: the installation of a 
lavatory at St. James the Least. 
Personally, I entirely disapprove of this 
additional sign of decadence in our 
moral fibre; we have survived perfectly 
happily for the last 800 years without 
one, so why is there such an urgent 
need now? And being surrounded by 
acres of fields, there seems to be a 
completely acceptable alternative.  

It also spoils the pleasure I used to 
take, informing ushers at weddings, 
hav ing liberally refreshed themselves at 
our local pub before the Service, that 
we have no facilities and that they 
would just have to wait. Their look of 
pained resignation, developing to clear 
signs of repentance as the Service 
progressed, was most cheering . It also 
meant that wedding parties did not 
linger after the Service but disappeared 
with commendable speed to safe 
havens.  

I anticipate that now we have the thing, 
a sub -committee will inevitably form to 
devise a commissioning Service for the 
person who will be in charge of its 
maintenance. I can already foresee 
Lady Bartlett proposing an appropriate 
set of robes for the office holder Ð 
although it will need some tact to select 
suitable insignia on the sleeves.  

In fact, the project has not been 
entirely s uccessful; we still need to 
have a lock fitted and so at present, 
occupants have been advised to sing 
hymns loudly, preferably something 
rousing; ÒOnward Christian soldiersÓ 
would be ideal. A hymn book has been 
installed as an aide memoire.  

The greater difficulty arises from our 
antiquated plumbing system. A 
member of the congregation can leave 
a Service perfectly discreetly; they 
can enter the lavatory unseen by 
anyone, but on flushing, water is 
drawn through pipes running the 
length of the inside of th e building 
with a thunderous roar that obliges 
me to stop preaching until the 
cataract has subsided. By the time the 
customer returns quietly into church, 
all noise has ceased and they remain 
oblivious of the chaos they caused 
and the stoic politeness of t he 
congregation.  

I am sure that in your worship centre 
you will have lavish cloakrooms 
furnished with colour co -ordinated 
walls and towels,  baby changing 
facilities and video monitors relaying 
everything going on, so that users will 
not be denied a single  second of your 
hour - long sermons. .  

Our congregation should be grateful 
for what they now have. And to think 
that someone even suggested it 
should have heating!  

Your loving uncle,  
Eustace  

 

Sudoku solution on page 7 



 

2    15 

DIARY 
April 

2nd    SPRING SALE 

3rd NBYCO Concert 7.30pm 

6th 1.10pm Lent Service at Bunyan. 
2.30pm Lent Group in Chapter House  

 7.30pm Lent Group in the Church 

10th Annual Meetings in church from 
11.30am 

11th Women’s Fellowship 2.30pm. 

13th 1.10pm Lent Service at Bunyan. 
2.30pm Lent Group in Chapter House  

 7.30pm Lent Group in the Church 

17th Palm Sunday breakfast at 9.30am 

18th Film Club 7pm  - Amazing Grace. 
Bishop Richard at St. Paul’s 7.30pm 

19th Bishop Richard at St. Paul’s 7.30pm 

20th Bishop Richard at St. Paul’s 7.30pm 

25th  Easter Monday Treasure Hunt  

May 
7th Mozart Requiem and Clarinet Quintet 

in church 7.30pm 

 

 
solution to Wordsearch on page 4 

 

EASTER MONDAY 
TREASURE HUNT 

Come and join us for a gentle drive 
through the beautiful villages of 

N/E/S/W (youÕll find out!) Bedfordshire, 
ending up at the *?*?* for a Pub lunch 
and the eagerly awaited declaration of 
the winner and distribution of prizes.  

Departure time to be confirmed Ð weÕll 
meet at the Park gates at the top of 
De Parys Avenue between 10am and 

10.30am. 

There will be an entry fee of £1.00 a 
head to cover the cost of the prizes 

which will be as generous or numerous 
as funds allow!  

In an effort to be more Ôgreen Õ and to 
help with solving clues, please try to 

get together with friends/fill your car 
with passengers and then sign the list 
so we can advise the pub of numbers 

and inform the local Police.  

 

The Friends of Merton Priory cordially 
invite you to join in saying the Office 
of None(s) this year at 3pm on Sunday 
1st May. 

Venue – The Chapter House, Meruntan 
Way, Merton London. 

The entrance is under Merantun Way, 
behind Marks & Spencer Colliers Wood. 
There is plenty of free parking. 

This year we are remembering Walter 
de Merton, founder of Merton College 
Oxford and instigator of the Collegiate 
System. 

The service takes about 45 minutes at 
the venue or you can take part at home 
with a copy of the Office (which takes 
about 15 minutes to say) if you email 
friendsofmertpri@aol.com. 

Contact Rosemary Evans – 211226 - for 
more information  

7).*#)$2()$'"#$8(9'" $
Dear Friends,  

As Lent gets underway we cannot help 
but feel disturbed by the world events 
unfolding.  

The tragedies in  Japan, the political 
uncertainty in the Middle East.  

Where is the peace in the world we all 
crave for? Thinking of our longings I 
came across the prayer below. A Prayer 
for Peace at all levels, not just an 
absence of war.  

I recommend that we all take it t o heart!  

Heather L Harris 

Prayer for peace 
Almighty and everlasting God,  
let justice and peace embrace our lands,  
let love and security replace violence and 
pain,  
let hands raised in anger and hands ready 
to strike,  
become hands ready to offer peace.  
 
We dream of a time when fear becomes 
faith,  
when love and respect walk side by side,  
when all people see the world, as if through 
Your eyes:  
and recognise each other as God's own 
children.  
We pray for a time when the weapons of 
destruction  
and the desire for power,  
become dreams of justice, equality and 
freedom,  
and that these dreams become reality.  
 
May ours be the eyes that see the poverty 
in our world  
may ours be the ears that hear the cries of 
your people  
May ours be the hands that work for 
transformation  
to bring about your kingdom on this earth.  
Great God of power, this is our prayer. 
Amen  

DIRECTORY 
 
Clergy Mike Fudger (Rector)  354543 
 Cyril Harris (Hon. Asst) 344927 
   
Churchwardens Wendy Edwards 266210 
 Dave Hoskins  304424 

Assistant Bruce Reid 267137 
Churchwardens Liz McHale 210620 
   
PCC Secretary Tricia Oakley 211499 
 
Treasurers Hannah Potter 352675 
 Anthony Chestney 351719 
Planned Giving  
Officer Gloria Clarke 357676 
 
Electoral Roll  
Officer Roy Jupp 213468 
 
Chapter House 
Bookings Ann Lawrence 358950 
 
Church Flowers  Please see the Rota at the back 

of the church or ring 270514 
 
 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

Palm Sunday 
Breakfast at 9.30am 

Parish Communion 10.15am 
Healing Service 6.30pm 

 
Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion 10.30am 
Holy Communion with  

Washing of Feet 7.30pm 
The Watch 

 
Good Friday 

Worshipping at the  
Foot of the Cross 10am 

Witness in Harpur Square 12 noon 
 

Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil at St. Andrew’s 8pm 

 
Easter Day 

Holy Communion 8am 
Parish Communion 10.15am 

Hymns and Readings for Easter 
6.30pm 
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By the time you find greener 
pastures, you can't climb over 

the fence. 
 
 

 

FROM THE  
PARISH REGISTERS 

BAPTISMS 

20th March Isabelle Fisher   
27th March Ella Dawson 

FUNERALS 

28th February Irene Alleway   
8th March Doris Hoskins  
24th March Dick Clifford 
29th March Thelma Winrow 
 

 
 

Job Opportunity!  

St. PeterÕs is looking for a part - time 
Parish Administrator to replace me  from 

the end of June.  

The post is not yet clearly defined, but 
the work is as varied and  interesting as 

you wish to make it!  

Whether or not the following  forms part 
of that final Job Description, we need 
someone to compile, copy and collate 

the Notice Sheets and Network (or 
whatever publication the PCC decides is 

needed), to draw up and distr ibute 
rotas, to order supplies , to create 

brochures and Orders of Service, to 
assist others with paperwork and 

printing , to produce the booklet for the 
Annual Meetings  and possibly other 

things, too .  

Please tell Mike or Hannah if you think 
you may be interested Ð and I shall be 
very happy to talk anyone through the 

list of jobs which need doing . 

Tricia  

St Peter de Merton and Bible 
Translation.  

A contribution from the Friends of 
Merton Priory 
Are you affiliated?  

This year we are remembering the 
publ ication of the King James 
Version. The Augustinians were at 
the forefront of Bible translation and 
many Augustinians were part of this 
process. Coverdale, Luther and 
Robert Barnes, who was Tyndale's 
scribe, are three The greatest of all 
the translators was  John Wycliffe 
who was attached to Merton College 
founded by Walter de Merton. Any 
church which was affiliated in any 
way with the Augustinian priory of 
Merton, and there at least 60, has 
reason to be glad of its affiliation.  

Merton Priory, the premier 
Augustinian Priory in England, had 
many dealings with St Peter de 
Merton, Bedford. J. Godber in her 
"History of Bedfordshire" p 46, 
infers that the "Merton" in St Peter's 
name is taken from the priory. St 
Peter's, Bedford is referred to within 
the Merton Pri ory Records, (1) where 
the Convent at Merton is recorded 
as presenting at least two priests to 
the rectory, John le Boteler in 1319 
and John de Dole of Bedford in  
1323.  

Walter's Rule  

Walter de Merton, clerk at the 
priory, took his name from Merton 
Priory and passed it on to his college 
at Oxford. His rule for the sc holars 
at this college, also used at 
Cambridge, was taken from the Rule 
of St Augustine of Hippo pract ised at 
Merton Priory. Walter's own motto 
"He who trusts in God will do great 
thing s" reflects their teaching.  

The saying of the Office at the priory 
sev en times each day guaranteed an 
immersion in Scripture which we 
could do well to emulate today and 
ensured that the canons read all 150 
Psalms every week.  

A Rule for the World  

Magna Carta was refined into the 11 
Statutes of Merton (2)  while Walter was 
clerk and these head the Statutes of the 
Land. With their deep knowledge of 
Scripture the canons formulated a set of 
laws even remembered in America at the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
(3)  These laws, debated and put togethe r at 
Merton Priory, rightly form the root and 
branch of our democracy.  

The 400th anniversary of the official 
translation of the Bible reminds us that 
John Bunyan in particular benefited from 
this work. His use of the King James 
Version in PilgrimÕs Progre ss has changed 
the world. His "Grace Abounding" is taken 
from the KJ translation of Romans 5v.20. 
Grace is the abiding theme of both Calvin, 
whose theology came from the 
Augustinians, and Luther who was an 
Augustinian.  

St Peter de Merton benefited from an d is 
part of this wonderful Christian heritage 
just by being associated with Merton Priory.  

For more about Walter de Merton and 
Bedfordshire see the Bedford County 
Council website for his holdings at Potton, 
and British History online for those at 
Didding ton and Gamlingay.  

 
(1)  21.2.1319 The Convent presented John of Salisbury, 
called Le Boteler, Clerk, paying his admission to th e Rectory of St. 
Peter, Bedford. Heales. 221 Ð Cart No. 480 , fo. Clxxxvj  
13.2.1323  The Convent presented John de Dole  of Bedfor d to their 
Curch of St. Peter Bedford. Heales p. 225 Ð Cart. No. 537, fo.cxcix . v  
1535 The Rectory of St. Peter Bedford was worth £12 at the 
dissolution.. VCH (Beds) iii. 29 Valor Eccl. (Recc. Com.), iv. 191 . 
The c1242 entry suggests that there may also have received a 
pension from the incumbent at that time.  
(2)  1235  
(3)  4 th  July 1776

Journeying Through Lent and Holy 
Week 
SERVICES WEDNESDAYS AT 1:10pm  
 
6 April   Good Friday   
Speaker: Major Ian Loxley 
 
13 April  Holy Saturday/Easter Eve 
Speaker: Monsignor Kevin McGinnell 

 



SERVICES REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
SUNDAY 3rd April Mothering Sunday  
8.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am First Sunday  
7.30pm  Concert 

THURSDAY 7th  
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

SUNDAY 10th Lent 5 Passion Sunday 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion 

(followed by Annual 
Meetings) 

6.30pm Evensong  

THURSDAY 14th  
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

SUNDAY 17th  Palm Sunday 
8am Holy Communion 
10.15am Morning Worship   
6.30pm Holy Communion with 

Ministry of Healing 

MAUNDY THURSDAY (21st) 
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
7.30pm Holy Communion with 

Washing of Feet followed 
by The Watch 

GOOD FRIDAY  (22nd) 
10.00am Worshipping at the Foot of 

the Cross 
12 noon Good Friday witness in 

Harpur Square 

HOLY SATURDAY  
8pm Easter Vigil at St. Andrew’s 

SUNDAY 24th EASTER DAY 
8.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Parish Communion 
6.30pm Hymns and Readings for 

Easter 

THURSDAY 28th   
10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

SUNDAY 1st May  Easter 1 
8.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am First Sunday  
12 noon Baptism 
6.30pm Evensong  

 
The weekly lunchtime services continue 
at Bunyan Meeting on Wednesdays. See 
page 5 for details of speakers. Lunches 

are served from midday and the services 
begin at 1.10pm. 

Refreshments are served each Sunday after the 
10.15am service and after Holy Communion on 
Thursdays. 

Sunday School meets at the 10.15am service, 
leaving after the first hymn, on all but the first 
Sunday in the month when there is a special 
Children’s Service. (All ages welcome). 

St. PeterÕs Choir sings at 10.15am services apart 
from the First Sunday service. Choir practices are on 
Sunday mornings. New members welcome.  
Contact Adrian Quarry on 409612.  

WomenÕs Fellowship meets on 2nd and 4th Mondays 
at 2.30pm the Chapter House.  
Details from Gwenda Flude Tel: 851670 

Cruse holds a coffee morning in the Chapter House 
on Tuesdays from 10am - 12 noon for those trying 
to come to terms with bereavement. Tel: 340321 for 
further details. 

The Pastoral visiting team helps to care for the 
sick, elderly & housebound. Offers of help and 
requests for visits to Do Vesey. Tel: 353024 

St. PeterÕs eight bells are rung each Sunday from 
9.40am. Practices are at 7.30pm on Thursdays.  
Details from Richard Entwistle. Tel: 360095  

The MothersÕ Union meets at 10.30am on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 8, de Parys Avenue 
for coffee, prayer and Bible study. “Modern 
Mums” meet by arrangement at 8pm.  
Details from Pam Coppenhall Tel: 357903 

Grapevine Parent & Toddler group meets from 
9.30 - 11.30am on Fridays. 
Details from Andrea Spice. Tel: 341861 

St. PeterÕs Coffee Shop is open from 10am on 
Saturdays with books, sweets and Fairtrade items 
for sale.  Donations of cakes and offers of help 
gratefully received.  
Details from Tricia Oakley. Tel: 211499 

 
 

www.stpeter.org.uk 
 

The Parochial Church Council of The 
Ecclesiastical Parish of St Peter De Merton with 

St Cuthbert 
Registered Charity Number 1132799 

Dear All,  

One of the things that adds colour 
and interest to our shared life at St. 
PeterÕs is the folk who, from time to 
time, come and use our porch.  

They donÕt come into our services 
very often, and when they do, it can 
be interesting. Sometimes the 
alcohol make s their behaviour 
challenging, but IÕve rarely found 
them disrespectful or forgetting that 
theyÕre in GodÕs house. But it can be 
hard sometimes, I realise. They can 
be intimidating if you donÕt know 
them, and quite often people will 
come and tell me about Ôthe people 
in the porch Ð should they be 
there?Õ 

A little group of us met last month 
to talk about our attitudes and 
understandings of the needs of this 
little group and how we might help 
them. It was an interesting 
discussion, and some important 
things e merged Ð but more of that 
in due course.  

Since then, IÕve found myself 
reflecting on the importance of Ô the 
strangerÕ in our faith -   in our 
scripture and tradition. We 
remember Abraham was a refugee, 
a migrant who left his own country 
at GodÕs behest. W e remember the 
story of Joseph (and his coat of 
many colours) and the migration 
into Egypt, then Moses and the long 
journey to the promised land Ð all 
pivotal stories for the Jews ( and 
therefore us, too).  

ÔRemember the stranger and the 
alienÕ is one of th e great calls of the 
Law and the Prophets. And then 
Jesus and the way he constantly 
challenged the current prejudices 
and attitudes that separated people.  

As we approach Passiontide and Easter 
itÕs good to reflect on what that story 
tells us. The people wh o wanted to 
punish Jesus were his fellow Jews. 
Why? Not least because he associated 
with ÔoutsidersÕ, tax collectors and 
sinners. The crowd who welcomed him 
on Palm Sunday turned on him on Good 
Friday. Who was there for him? Not his 
friends Ð it was Simon of Syrene who 
carried his cross, and Joseph of 
Aramathea who gave his tomb, and 
Mary Magdalen who first spoke with the 
Risen Christ. That should all make us 
feel a little less certain of ourselves.  

In a world that is increasingly global, 
and where migratio ns become more 
frequent and refugees more common, 
where rich and poor live so close 
together, itÕs important to know where 
we stand. Bedford has its problems and 
issues, but also a wonderful legacy of 
diversity and care. As weÕve seen in 
Luton, our current  anxieties and fears 
about the future can be exploited 
mercilessly! We must never allow this 
to happen.  

No, instead we must dare to love the 
stranger, the one who is different from 
me. Only that way can we ever get in 
touch with our own strangeness Ð and 
the wonderfully generous, inclusive and 
forgiving  love of God. That must be 
one of the signs of the ÔEaster PeopleÕ 
with their Resurrection faith. May it 
ever be so here at St. PeterÕs.  

 

With love  

Mike  
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